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% GROUND RULES

1. No new Islam

2. Islam is about success in the Hereafter

l 3. You hcwe to learn Arabic




#1: ISLAM IS ISLAM
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The Prophet £ said, "The best people are those

living in my generation, and then those who will

follow them, and then those who will follow them."
(Recorded by al-Bukhari, Hadith 2652, 3651, 6429)
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5 THERE IS NO NEED FOR A NEW ISLAM [
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Imam Malik & said, “The latter part of this Ummah will
never be rectified by anything other than what the first

part was rectified by; and so, if there was no Din at

that time, there will be no Din today.”
(<:Authenticated by Ibn Taymiyyah in Majmu® al-Fatawa, Volume 1, page 353)
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~“THE “ORIGINAL SIN” IN ISLAM
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And (so) We said to the angels, ‘Prostrate before
Adam’; they prostrated, but not Iblis; he refused and
acted arrogantly, and he was one of the faithless.

(SUrah al-Bagarah 2, Ayah 34)
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AVOID THE PATH OF SHAYTAN A
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Oh you who believe!l Enter completely into
Submission, and do not follow in Shaytan’s

footsteps; indeed, he is your clear enemy.
(SUrah al-Baqgarah 2, Ayah 208)
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5 RULE #2: SUCCESS IS IN THE HEREAFTER [
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Every soul shall taste death, and you will indeed be
compensated your full due on the Day of Resurrection. So,
whoever is saved from the Fire and admitted to Paradise

has certainly succeeded. The life of this world is nothing
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THE REALITY OF SUCCESS AND FAILURE g
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Allah's Messenger 2 said: one amongst the residents of Hell
who had led a life of ease and plenty amongst the people of
the world would be made to dip in Fire only once on the Day

of Resurrection and then it would be said to him:
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THE REALITY OF SUCCESS AND FAILURE [

O Oh son of Adam, did you find any comfort, did you happen to
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get any material blessing? He will say: By Allah, no, my Lord.
And then that person from amongst the persons of the world be
brought who had led the most miserable life (in the world) from
amongst the inmates of Paradise. and he would be made to dip
once in Paradise and it would be said to him. Oh son of Adam,

did you face, any hardship? Or had any distress fallen to your
lot¢ And he would say: By Allah, no, Oh my Lord, never did |
face any hardship or experience any distress.

(Recorded by Muslim, Hadith 2807)
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RULE #3: YOU HAVE TO LEARN ARABIC [’
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‘Umar < wrote to Abl Miisa Ach|re deep understanding
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of the Sunnah, and acquire deep understanding of Arabic,
and apply the correct grammar to the Qur’an, because it is

(an) Arabic (Qur’an)

(Related by Ibn Taymiyyah in Igtida al-Sirat al-Mustagim, Volume 2, page 207)
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RULE #3: YOU HAVE TO LEARN ARABIC [
s (e L6 el 1508 1084 " e

‘Umar :: said: Learn Arabic because it is part of your Din,
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and learn Inheritance because it is part of your Din

(Related by Ibn Taymiyyah in Igtida al-Sirat al-Mustagim, Volume 2, page 207)
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T WHAT ARE WE SUPPOSED TO BE DOING?(
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“The good person is the one who

learns the lesson from others...”
(Recorded by Muslim, Hadith 2645)



. THE CONNECTION TO ALLAH
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“Indeed We have created man, and We know

whatever thoughts his self develops, and We are

closer to him than (his) jugular vein...”
(SGrah Qaf 50, Ayah 16)




% THE CONNECTION TO ALLAH
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“Do not be like those who forgot Allah, for He
made them forget their own selves;

They are the sinners.”
(Strah al-Hashr 59, Ayah 19)




WHAT IS EPISTEMOLOGY?

*Epistemology is the nature and study of knowledge
®* What are the sources of knowledge?

®*How do we prioritize the sources of knowledge?

®‘lim al-Kalam (Discursive Theology)
®‘llm Usul al-Dn, ‘llm al-‘Aga’id, al-Figh al-Akbar, etc.
* Stating and proving what Muslims believe with both

textual and rational proofs
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\, WHAT ARE THE SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE? [’

. The Five Senses (al-hawass al-khamsah)

1) Vision
2) Hearing
3) Touch
4) Smell
5) Taste

®*Bottom Line: The senses are limited in their jurisdiction.
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Like Love Haha

) ®* Two people can intake the same information using their senses
and come to different conclusions because of:

(1) limits and (2) bias in perspective and understanding

®* There is a difference between a mature and immature intellect
— experience, intelligence, memory, etc.

® Bottom Line: The intellect is limited in its jurisdiction.



4

WHAT ARE THE SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE? g
&5 2. The Intellect (al-‘ag])
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®*Bottom Line: The intellect is limited in its jurisdiction.
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WHAT ARE THE SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE? g

&5 2. The Intellect (al-‘ag])

®*Bottom Line: The intellect is limited in its jurisdiction.




PASCAL'S WAGER

God exists (G) God does not exist (7G)

Belief (B)
Disbelief (7B)

+e0 (infinite gain) -1 (finite loss)

—= (infinite loss) +1 (finite gain)

Belief is a wise wager. Granted that faith cannot be
proved, what harm will come to you if you gamble
on its truth and it proves false? If you gain, you

™ gain all; if you lose, you lose nothing. Wager, then,

without hesitation, that He exists.

(Blaise Pascal)

izquotes.com
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T INFINITY IS NOT AN ANSWER

What happened first 7
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WHAT ARE THE SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE? f
5 3. Revelation (Wahy)
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What does Islam actually meansg The Autobiography of Malcoim X

® Bottom Line: Revelation is a higher source of knowledge
than the five senses and the intellect.
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EVERY CREATED THING NEEDS A CREATOR/
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s it that they are created by none, or are they themselves the creators?¢ Or have
they created the heavens and the earth? No, but they are sure of nothing. Or do
they have the treasures of your Lord, or have they acquired control (over them)?
Or have they a stairway (to the heavens) by means of which they listen (to the
divine decrees)? If so, their listener must bring a clear proof.
(SUrah al-Tar 52, Ayat 35-38)
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\, EVERY CREATED THING NEEDS A CREATOR(’
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The Prophet £ said "There was Allah and nothing else before

Him and His Throne was over the water, and He then created
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“No! But that which they used to
commit has covered their hearts with

rUSf. o .”
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RECOMMENDED READING

S ® The History of the Qur'anic Text: From Revelation to Compilation
— Shaykh Dr. Muhammad Mustafa al-Azami

® Al-Ghazali’s Deliverance from Error (al-Munqgidh min al-Dalal)
— translated by R.J. McCarthy

®* God, Islam & The Skeptic Mind: A Study on Faith, Science, Religious
Diversity, Ethics and Evil - by Saiyad Fareed Ahmad
® The Divine Reality: God, Islam & The Mirage Of Atheism

— Hamza Tzortzis

® Science Set Free: 10 Paths to New Discovery
— Rupert Sheldrake




