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   Western Union money order and money transfer       Fuji one - day photo service       Fax service available      Carlton Greeting Cards     All major cred it cards accepted      
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  11 AM  –  10 PM     7 Days a week!   Vegetarian, Non Veg   (HALAL) Restaurant &  Sweet Mart     Dine In * Take Out * We Do Catering * Delivery       4 Brunswick Ave.   Edison, NJ 08817   Ph:732 - 777 - 1786   Fax:732 - 777 - 1449  



                                                                                                                                                                        

















 

           Eid al Fitr literally means the festival of the breaking of the fast. It is the second of the two Eids that Allah has given us in Islam, the other being Eid al Adha. The messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be on him, migrated to Madina and found the Ansar celebrating two festive days, so he said, “Allah has given you in exchange for them two other days that are better than them, Eid al Fitr and Eid al Adha.” 

Thus, upon the Prophet’s (peace be on him) instruction, the festivities of Jahiliyya were abandoned without a murmur by the Muslims. Today, the lives of Muslims - individuals and societies – have been infiltrated with Jahili customs and practices which are in clear conflict with the teachings and values of Islam. Even our Eids are filled with them. How prepared are we to give them up? Are we prepared to follow the pure Sunnah of the Prophet, peace and blessing be on him? If so, here are a few of the things to do and things to consider on the Eid.
First, start the day by performing Salatul Fajr in Jamaah, then get ready for the Eid prayers by making “ghusl” (a complete bath) then putting on one’s best clothes. It is reported that Ibn ‘Umar used to do these before going out to the Musalla (place of prayer). Ibn ‘Umar was extremely particular about following the Sunnah, so these acts are counted as acts that he learnt from the noble prophet, peace be on him. This Sunnah reminds us of the importance of not only physical purification, but also spiritual, moral and mental purification.

It is the Sunnah, before going out to the Musalla on Eid al Fitr, to eat three, five or any odd number of dates. This is reported by Anas, who served the prophet for ten years in Madinah and thus knew his practices within his home. This Sunnah helps us to start the blessed day with a sweet taste in our mouths and an appreciation of the bounties of Allah. The odd number is a reminder of the Oneness of Allah.

The Takbirat of Eid should be recited from the moment one leaves home until one reaches the Musalla. Ibn ‘Umar reported that the prophet would raise his voice with the Tahlil (la ilaha illa Allah) and the Takbir. The Takbirat should be recited until the Imam stands up to lead the prayer. The most popular version of the Takbirat is “Allahu akbar, Allahu akbar, la ilaha illa Allah; Allahu akbar, Allahu akbar, wa lillahil hamd.” Other versions are acceptable provided they are authentic. The Takbirat of Eid is not a meaningless chant. As we say it we should try to conceptualize what it really means in our lives. If we were to truly rid ourselves of all fears except the fear of Him and withdraw our hopes and dependence on others besides Him, how would our lives be changed?

The prophet used to go walking to the Musalla and he would take one route going and another returning. Many of us may not be able to walk due to the great distances, though we can use different routes. Nevertheless, on reflecting on this Sunnah we see that the purpose is to show humility to Allah, to be closer to our natural surroundings, to exert ourselves more towards Allah, to keep ourselves physically fit, etc.

The entire family should go to the Musalla, including females, young and old, who are in their menses and who are not. They should participate in the du’a, in the joy, and everything else. The Prophet, peace be on him, instructed the women to come and “share in the blessings and the du’a of the believers, but those who are having their menses should stay off the prayer area.” 

Zakat al Fitr, which is just two heaped handfuls of grain, must be given before the prayer. If done afterward then it is no more than an ordinary charity, according to the instruction of the Prophet. He said that Zakat al Fitr was ordained by Allah as a means of purification from the defects that may have occurred in one’s fasting and as a meal that the poor can enjoy on this day of Eid. It is a humbling thought that though one made a tremendous effort throughout the month, one’s fasting may still hang in the balance unless one does something extra, an act of selfless giving to the poor. What a stark reminder that our community is one, and that it cannot prosper unless the rich takes care of the poor. However, where it may be difficult to find someone to receive the food, as in most of North America, it is permissible to give cash which can be collected by the community leaders and sent where it is badly needed.

The Eid prayer is one of the most important acts on the day of Eid. It consists of two Rak’ats and is done after the sun is fully risen, at least 10 to 15 minutes after sunrise. It is preferable to delay the prayer in order to enable people to pay their Zakat al Fitr while on Eid al Adha it is preferable to do it at the earliest in order to have more time for the sacrifice. There is no Adhan or Iqamah before but there is a Khutbah after it, which should be kept short so as not to unduly delay the people. Abdullah Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them both, said: “I witnessed the Fitr prayer with the prophet of Allah, Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman and they all did it before the Khutbah.”

There are extra Takbirat in the prayers that vary according to the school of thought. One should follow the Imam in this as they are all valid. What is paramount is the conscious effort to foster unity and brotherhood of Muslims on the Day of Eid, especially when we are aware that Satan wishes to keep us divided.  Let us frustrate his plots on this most auspicious day of the year.

Eid is also a time of joy and happiness and what greater happiness can there be than knowing that Allah showered us with His infinite blessings in the month of Ramadan? Said the Prophet, peace be on him: “The fasting person shall have two joys: the joy of breaking his fast and the joy of meeting his Lord.” We experience it daily while breaking fast and in a more intense form on the day of Eid. Yet this joy is tempered by the sad condition of the Ummah today. 

But let not our worldly joy distract us from what is to come. Are we prepared for to meet our Lord? Will it be a meeting of joy or one of agony when we realize that we did not fast for the sake of Allah alone? 

There is a saying in Arabic: “Who disobeys Me on the day of Eid has, as it were, disobeyed Me on the Day of Requital.” Let us, therefore, insure that we keep away from disobedience on Eid by keeping away from haraam games, evil places and all forms of sins including neglect of Salaat.

Finally, my greetings to you all on this auspicious day is “taqabbal Allahu minnaa wa minkum” i.e. “May Allah accept from us and from you (all our good deeds)”.

By Imam Rauf Zaman, Imam of MCMC







In the Name of Allah (SWT), the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
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EMERGENCY APPEAL


FOR MASJID EXPANSION





Dear Brothers & Sisters;


                    Assalamu Alaikum Wa-Rahmatullah!





Ramadan Mubarik,  As a fund raising chair, I would like to make an urgent appeal for funds rising at this point. 





Brothers and sisters, bless of Allah and your generous donation in the past MCMC has one property in his hands and the second one we are struggling to raise the money to purchase. Time is running out, we are short in funds; the opportunity we have today may not come tomorrow, Masjid needs urgently these funds and if we do not come up the tag price we may lose this property. If it is happened, we all will safer and its going to be big lost for this community and we all will be sorry and responsible for this. In order to purchase this property, we need to raise additional $300,000.





My earnestly request to all Brothers and Sisters and as well all Friends to contribute and donate generously as much as for this good cause. We pray to Allah grant us the strength and resources to complete this project as soon as possible.





May Allah bless all of us the best in this world and rewards you and your family in this world and here-after, A’meen. 





For further information, please contact the center. Mail your generous donations and/or pledges directly to the center with indicating expansion on it.


                                    


Your brother in Islam,


Ahmed Khan


Fund Raising Chair





























ALL-STAR DENTAL


Syed F. Hussain, DDS





732-418-5000





A state-of-the-art dental office catering to all of your dental needs





NEW PATIENTS WELCOME


Most Insurances Accepted


Emergencies Seen Within 24 Hours





Exams/cleanings


Digital X-Rays


Zoom! In-Office Tooth Whitening


White fillings


Crowns


Dentures


Root Canals


Extractions








1543 State Route 27, Suite 202


(Pride Building in back of parking lot)


Somerset, New Jersey  08873
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MCMC Shura





BOOKS WRITTEN BY








Name								Position	Phone No. 


Dr. ZAFAR SHAHEEN		President	732-463-9160





Dr. SAFI  FAIZULLAH		Secretary	732-317-1872





Mr. LINCOLN DOMAN		Treasurer	732-321-3630





Mr. ANWER HUSSAIN 	Member		732-878-1565





Mr. HASAN  SAVAGE	 	Member		732-805-9398


 


Mr. JUNAID SYED	 		Member		732-940-1481





Dr. M.  ESSEGHIR 			Member		732-605-9242





Mr. AHSAN  RASHID	 	Member		732-926-8382





Mr. H. CONTRACTOR		Member		732-993-3039





Mr. MUHAMMED ALI		Member 		732-261-8700





Dr. PERVAIZE  LATIF 	Member		732-494-0102





Dr. KHALIL MEMON		Member	 	732-878-0999





Mr. AHMED KHAN	 		Member		732-457-9009





Mr. MOEENUDEEN	 		Member		732-248-3887





Mr. SH. CHOUDHRY	 	Member		732-885-0340






































This year (2007) Eid-ul-Fitr prayer will be at the Imperia.  


1714 Easton Avenue


Somerset, NJ 08873


732-469-2522


Theimperia.com





Date: Fri Oct 12 or Sat Oct 13, 2007


Time: 1st Salah at 8 AM & 2nd at 10 AM


Parking Ticket: Parking will be allowed through a parking ticket and it can be bought from MCMC office for $10.


Directions:


>*Route 287 (North or South) to Exit 10- Easton Ave. Route 527 (toward New Brunswick). 1/4 mile Imepria will be on your right.


>NJ Turnpike (North or South) to Exit 10- Route 287 North- Follow directions Route 287 above*. 


>GSP North- to Exit 127- Route 287 North.  Follow directions Route 287 above*.


> GSP South- to Exit 129- Route 287 North.  Follow directions Route 287 above*.


> Route 22 or Route 78 (East or West) to  Route 287 South.  Follow directions Route 287 above*.


> Route 1 (North or South) to Route 18 North.  Take ramp towards Route 527/Easton Ave./So. Bound Brook.    At first light turn Left onto Landing Ln. At the first light turn right onto Easton Ave. 2.5 mile Imepria will be on your left.


























The blessed month of Ramadan is upon us and some words of advice from our esteemed ulemaa are worth repeating.  The month of Ramadan has been blessed because of the Quran and fasting.  Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la) chose to reveal the Quran in this month and Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la) chose this month for fasting.  As for the Quran, its majesty arises from its status as the speech of Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la) which is divinely protected.  It contains guidance for all humanity for all times.  There is no doubt or uncertainty in the Quran.  It is a miracle, a limitless ocean, with an inexhaustible supply of knowledge and wisdom.  No other sacred text can measure up to these standards.  





As for fasting, its majesty is such that Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la) has taken it upon himself to reward the fasts of the believers.  In multiple transmissions in the Sahih collections of Imam Bukhari (ra) and Imam Muslim (ra), Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la) says that fasting is His and He repays it.  Fasting thus enjoys a unique position among the different acts of ibaadah.  Our ulemaa have written at great length about this differentiating characteristic of fasting.  Ibn Qudamah, (ra) commenting on Imam Ghazzali’s (ra) Ihya Uloom al-Din, writes:





“Fasting has superiority because of two concepts. The first is that fasting is a secret and an internal action that no one sees, so showing-off does not enter it.  The second is that fasting subdues the enemies of Allah since the means that the enemies of Allah use is lusts, and lusts are strengthened through eating and drinking. As long as the ground of lusts remains fertile, Devils will frequent its pasture; by abandoning lusts one constricts for them those paths.”





So imagine the majesty of the month which is being blessed because of the majesty of the Quran and the fast!





Our ulemaa enjoin us to plan our lives so that we can allocate the maximum time towards fulfilling the ultimate reason for our creation: to worship Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la).  Imam Ghazzali (ra) writes:





“Your time is your life, and your life is your capital; it is the basis of your transactions [with God], and the means to attain to everlasting felicity, in the proximity of God the exalted.  Each of your breaths is a priceless jewel (irreplaceable) and when it passes away it never returns.”





Every form of worship is multiplied and every single breath of ours becomes even more valuable during Ramadan!  It behooves us to plan our days accordingly.  Here are some recommendations which have been handed down from generation to generation:





Familiarize ourselves with the fiqh aspects of Ramadan.  Fasting is an individual obligation and it is every individual’s responsibility to become knowledgeable about it.  We should be clear about the applicable faraid, wajibaat, sunnahs, and nawafil related to suhoor, sawm, iftar, taraweeh and itekaaf.  We should be aware of what actions break a fast, what actions necessitate making up the fast, which actions necessitate making an expiation, what actions are permissible and what actions have doubt.  The best approach is to seek knowledge and advice from traditional ulema.





Take some time off from work and immerse ourselves in strengthening our relationship with Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la).  Let’s use some of our vacation days for Ramadan, preferably for the last third for Itekaaf.  As one scholar said, “…arrange your life before Ramadan in a manner which will render you free for worship when it arrives.”





Pay particular attention to the blessed times before suhoor and iftaar.  These specific times are extremely blessed.  Let’s dedicate these times to Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la).  Let’s not burden those who cook for us with demands which force them to spend these blessed times in the kitchen.





Establish an intense and personal relationship with the Quran.  Let’s agree that recitation of one juz a day should be the absolute minimum.  Let’s memorize the duas that we find in the Quran.  If we are spending time in the car, let’s use this time to listen to the recitation of the Quran, perfecting our pronunciation and refreshing our memorization. 





Increase our azkaar, and awrad.  Let’s make a routine for every day in Ramadan, one that is greater in number and scope from our daily routine.  When it comes to azkaar and awrad, we are blessed with an extremely vast and rich collection from the sunnah.  Let’s follow in the footsteps of our beloved Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah upon him) by increasing our recitations of:


Kalimah Tayyibah 


Istighfaar  


Durood/blessings on our beloved Prophet (Peace and blessings of Allah upon him))


Tasbeehaat     





Embrace the Sunnah.  Let’s memorize as many Prophetic supplications as we can during Ramadan.  Let’s take a close look at ourselves, assess where we are falling short of the Sunnah (in words, deeds, akhlaq, or appearance) and firmly intend to rectify these shortcomings. 





Avoiding all kinds of sins, especially those related to our eyes, our ears, and our tongues.   Let’s practice lowering the gaze when we are outside or whenever non-mahrams are present.  Let’s turn off the TV, the radio, the web, the podcasts, the iPods, the X-boxes, the CD/DVD/tape players.  Ramadan is a great opportunity for us to start practicing keeping our tongues moist with the remembrance of Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la) and our beloved Prophet (Peace and blessings of Allah upon him) and nothing else.  Let’s take extra care in avoiding speaking on worldly affairs that do not concern us and involved subjects which are the domain of specialists.  Let’s avoid all arguments and disputations and even coming near backbiting.


   


Reduce the amount of Eating.  Our beloved Prophet, (peace and blessings of Allah upon him) has pointed out, “The son of Adam fills not a vessel that is worse than his stomach.”  Imam Ghazzali (ra) notes:  


“Of what use is the Fast as a means of conquering God's enemy and abating appetite, if at the time of breaking it one not only makes up for all one has missed during the daytime, but perhaps also indulges in a variety of extra foods? It has even become the custom to stock up for Ramadan with all kinds of foodstuffs, so that more is consumed during that time than in the course of several other months put together. It is well known that the object of Fasting is to experience hunger and to check desire, in order to reinforce the soul in piety. If the stomach is starved from early morning till evening, so that its appetite is aroused and its craving intensified, and it is then offered delicacies and allowed to eat its fill, its taste for pleasure is increased and its force exaggerated; passions are activated which would have lain dormant under normal conditions. 


The spirit and secret nature of Fasting is to weaken the forces which are Satan's means of leading us back to evil. It is therefore essential to cut down one's intake to what one would consume on a normal night, when not Fasting. No benefit is derived from the Fast if one consumes as much as one would usually take during the day and night combined. Moreover, one of the properties consists in taking little sleep during the daytime, so that one feels the hunger and thirst and becomes conscious of the weakening of one's powers, with the consequent purification of the heart.”    


Make fervent dua’s.  Let’s implore, let’s beg, let’s cry to Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la) for His mercy and forgiveness and blessings, as well as refuge from His displeasure, the tribulations of the grave, the tribulations of the Day of Judgment and from the Hellfire!  Let’s remember our spouses, our children, our siblings, our families, our friends, our acquaintances, our communities, and the ummah in our prayers.  Let’s make special mention of our parents whose favors on us are second only to those of Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la.)  Let’s not forget to include the nannies and everyone else who took care of us and looked after us when we were young… the servants who cooked, washed and cleaned for us… the Qaris who taught us how to recite the Quran and helped us to memorize the Quran… the Imams who led us in prayers…the Shuyukhs and everyone else who have guided us…the teachers who educated us… the ulemaa through whose efforts knowledge, understanding and wisdom have been handed down from generation to generation.





Don’t lose track of your fundamental obligations   As important as Fasting is, it does not displace salat or our other obligations.  Let’s not lose sight of the fact that the most virtuous form of worship is the salat at its proper time.  Let’s not elevate our fasting or the congregational taraweeh prayers over other fard salaats.  In short, let’s not forget our fundamental obligations to Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taa’la) and to His creation.





By Br. Zeejah Ali
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